usually subsides after 1-2 days. The main erythema, which results from an inflammatory reaction to the death of epidermal basal cells, may result after 3-6 weeks and may accompany desquamation, hair loss and ulceration. Interphase death: cell death during the relatively quiescent interphase part of the cell cycle or in non-cycling cells. For most cells, the induction of interphase death requires much higher doses than for mitotic death but occurs earlier. Mitotic death: cell death during the process of cell division. Moist desquamation: shedding of the epidermis resulting in a fluid exudate. It can be produced by sterilization of cells in the basal layer and damage to superficial dermal blood vessels. Response: the quotient of the reading of an instrument or detector and the value of the quantity that it is intended to measure. Somatic effects: effects in cells of the body, excluding the reproductive cells. Stochastic: describes random events leading to effects whose probability of occurrence in an exposed population (rather than severity in an affected individual) is a direct function of dose. These effects are commonly regarded as having no threshold. Hereditary effects are regarded as being stochastic. Some somatic effects, especially cancer, are regarded as being stochastic. Stratum corneum: the outer layer of the epidermis consisting of several layers of keratinized, flat, non-nucleated cells. Telangiectasia: dilation of the capillary vessels and very small arteries. This is often permanent and occurs as a late effect.
